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Unit Title: Unit 3:  Research Process:  Questioning and Organization Information 

 

Unit Designers: Kathy Dow, Tayler Grenier, Sue Hardison, Ashley LaCroix 

 

Level(s): Grade 3 

 

Time Span: 12 weeks 

 

Content Area: 

 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  

English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 

 

Summary of Unit:   

People and events have had a major impact on our history.  Students will read, research, and 

explore ways to develop a deeper understanding of how these people, products, and events have 

impacted our lives.  They will describe the relationship between a series of historical events, 

scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that 

pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.  Students will conduct short research projects that 

build knowledge about a topic.  They will write routinely over extended time frames and on 

informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.   

 

Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 

Common Core Reading Standards 

RI.3.3:  Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or 

concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, 

sequence, and cause/effect. 

RI.3.4:  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a 

text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 

RI.3.5:  Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 

information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

RI.3.7: Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a 

text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events 

occur). 

 RI.3.8:  Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text 

(e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence). 

RI.3.9:  Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts 

on the same topic. 

RI.3.10:  Read and comprehend informational text, including history/social studies, science, and 

technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently. 

RF.3.4:  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
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a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 

 

 

 

 

Common Core Writing Standards 

W.3.2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when 

useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 

c. Use linking words and phrase (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas 

within categories of information. 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

W.3.7:  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 

W.3.8:  Recall information from experience or gather information from print and digital sources:  

take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provide categories. 

W.3.10:  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences.   

 

Common Core Language Standards 

L.3.1:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

L.3.2:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 

Common Core Speaking and Listening Standards 

SL.3.4:  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts 

and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 

 

 

Key Pre-Requisites: 

Knowledge: 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or 

subject area. 

 Know and use various text features to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently. 

 Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text. 

 Read and comprehend informational text. 

Skills: 

 Appropriate use of writing conventions including capitalization and ending punctuation 

 Edit, with assistance, for correct grammar, usage, mechanics, and spelling. 

 How to write simple sentences 

 How to use active listening skills  

 Develop ideas, organization and conventions  

 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented 

orally or through other media. 
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 Strengthen writing by revising and editing. 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

 How to determine important facts in the text 

 

 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Questions drive research. 

 Asking questions provides clarity and a deeper understanding. 

 People and events have had a major impact on our history.   

 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 

 How does asking questions help guide research? 

 Why is it important to have more than one resource? 

 How have people in the past influenced our lives today? 

 

 Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 

Knowledge:  

 How to describe the relationship between  a series of events   

 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a 

text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.       

 Use text features and search tools. 

 Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text. 

 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on 

the same topic. 

 Read and comprehend informational text. 

Skills: 

 Write routinely over extended time frames and on informative/explanatory texts to 

examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.   

 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 

 Recall information from experiences or gather information. 

 Report on a topic. 

 Identify key facts from informational text and explain how they support the main idea 

 Use a variety of strategies to support comprehension of text(s) (connect, predict, 

question, visualize, infer, determining importance, and synthesis).  

 Reflect and make appropriate judgments about what has been read. 

 Participate appropriately in discussions. 

 Use active listening skills and appropriate speaking skills. 

 Develop ideas and improve conventions; learn basic organization, word choice skills, and 

sentence fluency. 

 Provide a concluding statement. 

 Learn to recognize and use informational text features. 

 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English. 
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 Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding 

suffixes to base words. 

 Use spelling patterns and generalizations in writing words. 

 Consult reference materials. 

 

 

 

How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  

 Written reports 

 Graphic organizers 

 Charts 

 Oral discussions 

 Written paragraphs 

 Written assessment 

 

Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  

 Read a variety of non-fiction texts 

 With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing 

as needed by revising and editing. 

 Instructional/interactive non-fiction read alouds  

 Appropriately leveled independent reading texts 

 Shared Reading 

 Guided Reading 

 Shared Writing 

 Writing Mini-Lessons 

 Writing Conferences 

 Researching using a variety of resources 

 

Provisions for Extending Learning: 

 Student reading levels will be adjusted as needed. 

 Writing conferences will further individual writing skills. 

 Independent studies 

 

How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  

 Students may word processing 

 Videos or oral recordings of informational text may be used on the iPad 

 Students may use the internet to research 

 

Instructional Resources: 

 Informational text found in Book Room and Library 

 Professional Texts (like Lucy Calkins, Fountas & Pinnell, etc.) 

 Individual student RIT scores from NWEA testing are used to plan instruction.   

 Laptop cart  

 

 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 
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Well Known Americans 


